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Designer: Sybil A Chick 


Letter and articles are welcomed and 
should be addressed to the Toc H 


Editorial Office, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover. Bucks HP22 6BT 
(Telephone: 0296 623911). 

Opinions expressed (including the 


editorial) are those of the individual 
contributors and not necessarily those 
of the Toc H Movement. 


Point Three is available from the Toc H 
Publications Department, 1 Forest Close, 
Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT. 
(Telephone: 0296 623911), 

Single copies 10p. Annual subscription: 
£1.20 including postage. 


The cover picture shows the Movement’s 
new General Secretary, Adrian Dudman, 
in action during this year’s Central 
Council. 
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Toc H seeks to create friendship and 
understanding among people of all 
backgrounds and beliefs. Local group 
activities range from holidays for the 
handicapped and children’s playschemes 
to arts festivals and even bird watching. 
Toc H is short for Talbot House — the 
soldiers’ club in Belgium founded by the 
Reverend ‘Tubby’ Clayton in 1915. 
Today Toc H provides opportunities for 
people to test the relevance of practical 
Christianity and we welcome anyone who 
would like to give usa try. 


Members accept a four fold commitment: 


1. To build friendships across the 
barriers that divide man from man. 
2 To give personal service. 

3: To find their own convictions 


while always being willing to listen to the 
views of others. 
4. To work for the Kingdom of God. 


This magazine, which acts as a forum for 
ideas about Toc H and about the world in 
which we live, takes it title from the 
third of these Four Points — to think 
fairly. 
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Guest Editorial 


ARMS AND THE FUTURE 


1 have no doubt that we should be ac 
reason that these concern the surviva : 
should seek Jess simplistic answers to this 


í d than dead’. : y : 
j ھا عير‎ who say that the simplified information provided by government ang 


media is sufficient for us and that defence problems can 3 i eee ae know 
best, are likely to become the square eyed forerunners of the Orwellian world TIS 
fe a worrying fact that much of the media (particularly TV) have moved on from 
providing news and information, to newsmaking and now Kee اد‎ 
of news. On this most serious subject of defence, villains ant see sare z as their 
presenters bombard us with inane questions and comment: thus our information is 
e ا‎ policy is not only nuclear: the balance of terror sought is 
in respect of both conventional and nuclear weapons. This makes the discussion more 
complicated and disarmament treaties harder to achieve. To cast East or West as villain 
is far too simple: there are many non-aligned nations capable of lighting the fuse — 
even the nuclear fuse. 

Often the mere existence of a huge arsenal of destructive weapons provokes the 
response that they are provided in order to be used. It is my view that deterrence is 
‘awe-fully’ logical, that it has worked and that our leaders believe that honour is 
achieved only if the trigger is not pulled. However, since such a policy is accident 
prone and can be sustained only for a limited time, it is important to make progress 
towards completing SALT treaties. Much of the fear and concern we all share is the 
result of slow progress caused by intransigence and electioneering. 

It is perhaps a cynical consequence of present policy that localised conflicts 
(N Ireland, Vietnam, Iran) are coming to be regarded as just the blowing of safety 
valves, the letting off of surplus violence. In the West this is seen as one of the main 
reasons for keeping conventional forces. It is because the great imbalance of these 
forces favours the East that the West seeks to deter aggression by building up nuclear 
forces. But these seem to grow more devastating all the time and their variety has 
grown to include small tactical weapons for use in the field. 

The high cost of maintaining a British nuclear arsenal is becoming an important 
political factor, at a time of cuts in Health, Education and Social Services. The 
considerable outcry here should remind us that it is easy to spend tremendously on 
arms in undemocratic countries where the standard of living is low and social care 
minimal. 

The use of nuclear mass terror weapons should be unthinkable but the policy 
of deterrence must mean that their actual use is considered. It is a worrying recent 
development that the use of such weapons has seemingly become an acceptable risk 
bolstered by misleading claims by Civil Defence and by entrepreneurs selling expensive 
shelters. 

The alternatives to our present deterrent policy are: 

a. Pacifism. This could result in the loss of freedom for hundreds of years if our 
resultant weakness was exploited by an oppressive power. It is nevertheless an attitude 
which deserves consideration and respect because much spiritual strength is shown by 
those who sustain it. 

b. Unilateral Disarmament, which could ease our economic problems and in the 
long term allow labour to be channelled into more constructive ventures. However, in 
world terms, it would help only if it were seen as an example by both East and West: 
otherwise, the arms gap would be filled by others and we would lose what influence 
we have in a world where power counts. 

Se Multilateral Disarmament, which is really the objective of our deterrent policy. 
It cannot become a reality while fear and distrust lead to the proliferation of terror 
weapons. If a halt to this build-up were called whilst the people’s champions jousted 
round the conference tables there would be more hope and maybe less incentive to 
non-nuclear nations to join a Club with such terribly high subscriptions. 

Maybe there are still strong arguments in favour of the present policy. of 
deterrence, but history is full of tragedies caused by ‘holding on to the known’. We 
have to have the vision to determine the time to change. Is it now? Certainly the stakes 
are higher than ever before. 

With knowledge, we can arm ourselves to pray powerfully because we know 


that our thoughts can overfly frontiers and bring echoes of friendship back. If we 
would conquer hate in the world, we must first conquer fear. 


tive in the politics of defence for the Christian 
1 and quality of life of future generations, We 
terrible problem than ‘better dead than reg 
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by John A Biggerstaff 


For some months, the Toc H sponsored 
youth action group in_ Leicester, 
‘IMPACT’ had been preoccupied with 


fund raising at a time of great 
competition and a depleted bank 
account. Its funds had been exhausted 


during a busy summer of service to the 
community and ways had to be found, 
urgently, to bring a smile to the treasurer, 
John Gater’s, face. 


A chance remark about ‘hiring our 
talents’ made by John Biggerstaff, 
member of staff for Leics & Northants, 
led to mounting enthusiasm and excite- 
ment and the birth of ‘Rent-A-Slave’. 
A new variation on the old sponsorship 
theme! Instead of wasting good physical 
energy walking miles for money but for 
no other effect, the Group realised that if 
publicity was given of their willingness 
to do odd jobs for others for money, they 
could achieve something of the Group’s 
desires, ie provide a service to the 
community, in return for finance which 
would then be used to sponsor other 
types of work in the community. 


After discussion of the idea, it was agreed 
to proceed and the first weekend in 
November was chosen when the 
telephone would be manned for two days 
at Toc H House, Leicester. Callers would 
be able to indicate the type of work they 
required doing and also how soon they 
would want it completed. In payment for 
this service, they would be expected to 
pay Ip for every minute a member of the 
Group was working on that job. 
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Nick Clements 
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Nick Clements 


Soon a descriptive leaflet was available 
depicting slaves in different poses, which 
read, ‘Any chores you don’t want to do? 
Phone Leicester 546717 between 9 am 
and 5 pm on Saturday and Sunday, Ist 
and 2nd November and arrange for us to 
do it. Proceeds to Toc H youth group 
“IMPACT”. 


The reaction to the idea by press and 
radio was very encouraging. The 
Leicester Mercury featured the 
opportunity to ‘Rent-A-Slave’ in advance 
of the weekend and a member of the 
Group was interviewed on BBC Radio 
Leicester's ‘Crosstalk’ programme, the 
most listened to on the network; and, 
the advertising paper delivered free to 
132,000 homes in the Greater Leicester 
area, ‘The Leicester Trader’, also featured 
the story. 


At 9 am on ‘Slave Day’ the telephone was 
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Leicester Mercury 


manned and a call was immediately 
received: calls continued to come in 
throughout that day and on into Sunday. 
Callers were told that they were booking 
a slave who would contact them to make 
arrangements for carrying out their job. 
The ‘Slaves’ were prepared to undertake 
any straightforward job from granny 
minding to elephant washing; from 
shopping to pet walking; from gardening 
to tidying. 


Most jobs requested ‘Slaves’ to help in 
the garden but not all. One asked for help 
taking laundry to the laundrette; another 
moving furniture; and, several for odd 
jobs about the house. A total of 40 jobs 
were received and the ‘Slaves’ began their 
tasks immediately, hoping to have 
completed them all in the following three 
weeks. It is hoped that some £50 will be 
realised at the end of the day but if it 
isn’t, the ‘Slaves’ already agree that they 
have had considerable fun together 
planning this event and are hopeful that 
they can use it again some time in the 
future. 


One job that was carried out during the 
weekend was car washing outside Toc H 
House whilst owners shopped in the city 
— another job that brought members of 
the group into contact with the public. 


Well done ‘IMPACT’: you had just that 


Photo: Leicester Mercury 
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This campaign was launched last year and 
claims support from across the whole 
political and industrial spectrum and 
from all Christian bodies. One of its aims 
is to present a petition signed by millions 
of adults to 1982’s Special Session of the 
Assembly of the United Nations. 


Success in the effort to organise this 
petition on the huge scale required calls 
for a strong organisation in each 
parliamentary constituency. A plan of 
action has been drawn up and the 
petition campaign is to be launched 
during 1981. The text of the petition is 
as follows: 

To all Governments and to the 

UN General Assembly Special 


١ i July 4-11 
Holiday July 11 - 8 
Weeks July 25 - Aug 1 
August [ - 8 
198] August 8 - 15 


Charges: 


Alison House 


Flo Hunter (Hostess) 
Violet Walker (Hostess) 
Elsa Perrin (Hostess) 
Let’s go Painting (Tutor — Harry Muscutt) 
Marjorie Berry (Hostess) 


World Disarmament 
Campaign 


O 


Session on Disarmament 1982. 
We, the people of the world 
demand: 

1. The abolition of all nuclear 
weapons and all weapons of mass 
destruction. 

2. The abolition, by agreed stages, 
of conventional arms, leading to 


3. General and complete 
disarmament. 
4. Transference of military 


expenditure to end world poverty. 


If you are prepared to help — individually 
or as a group — you should contact: 
Eric Messer, Petition Secretary WDC, 
21 Rydens Lane, Old Coulsdon, 
Surrey SC3 1SU. 


Single room (9 only available) £50 per week (inc VAT) 
Shared twin or 3 bedded room £47 per week (inc VAT) 


Please enclose a stamped and addressed envelope with your application for a 
booking form to: Alan Robson, Alison House, Intake Lane, Cromford, Nr Matlock, 


Derbyshire DE4 3RH. 


The Friends of Alison House 


Income 
£ p 
Balance at 1 October 1979 450.00 
Contributions, Efforts and 
Profits from Sale of Toys, 
Cook Books, etc, and 
including Donations in 
Memory of Norah Clarke 676.99 
Interest 48.04 


1175.03 


Treasurer: Faith Hewitt 


STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT YEAR ENDING 30 SEPTEMBER 1980 


Expenditure 


£p 

Christmas Gifts for Staff and 

House Party 42.16 
Toc H Repayment Fire 

Precaution Loan 100.00 
Towards Carpet in Small 

Lounge 350.00 
Gas Fire in Memory of 

Norah Clarke 124.23 
Postage and Printing 

(A Robson & F Hewitt) 10.95% 
Purchase of Cookery Books 37.80 
Sundry Goods for House 13.24 


Total Expenditure 

Cash at Midland Bank 
Deposit A/C 

Cash in Hand 


678.38% 


496.49 
AS’ 


1175.03 


Audited: © M Jevons 
I D Dalt 


Welcome 


The following Branches elected new 
miem bers during October/November 


5 — Bargoed (w) 

4 — Guisborough (j), Rawmarsh (w) 

3 — Carluke (j) Group, Coningsby (j) 
Stamford (j) 

Kimberworth (j), North Sussex 
District, Southampton Magpies (j) 
Uckfield (w) | 
Broadway (m), Corsham (m), 1 
Edinburgh Seventy Five (j), 

Falmouth (j), Glastonbury and 

Street (j), Glen Parva (w), Hartley ; 
Wintney (m), Hull Beacon (j), 

Kendal (j), Margate (m), 

Mid-Norfolk District, North 

Nottingham (j), Saughall (j), 

Tavistock (m), Tubby’s Poperinge 

(j) Group, Twydall (j), Uxbridge (j) 


A warm welcome to 47 new members. 


Ipswich Men’s and Women’s Branches 
took advantage of this Festival Year to 
publicise Toc H in the town. Thanks to 
the Abbey National Building Society, 
they were given the use of a well placed 
shop window for a week. 
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At Swindon Districts Festival in 
September, the town’s Mayor handed 
over a ‘Batricar’ to Mrs Maybelle Gardner. 
This lady suffers from crippling arthritis 
but can now do her own shopping and 
generally move around her village without 
depending on others. The ‘Batricar' was 
bought from the £1,800 raised by 
Wroughton Men and Women’s Branches 
since February 1980. 


Wecan help some of 
the people you help 
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If you have elderly or disabled clients 


Information is available from gas who need such information, it can be 
showrooms about: obtained from gas showrooms or service 
2% free gas safety checks for certain centres. 
elderly or disabled customers Alternatively, copies of our new 
x special gas appliance controls to leaflet shown above, can be obtained 
help the handicapped from: Department SP, British Gas, 
كلا‎ the various ways of spreading the London SWIV 3JS. 


cost of gas evenly throughout the year 
+ how to get advice on the most econ- 
omical way of using gas appliances 


| 2% what to do if you suspect a gas leak BRITISH GAS 
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A small Toc H group met at Cuddesdon 
House last autumn to explore with a 
Muslim friend some ways in which Toc H 
could contribute to increased under- 
standing between people who are 
separated by religious or cultural 
differences. In the relaxed and informal 
atmosphere, views and experiences were 
shared, and we began to see that all that 
was required was a widening out of the 
activities we already perform. 


In all our discussions the emphasis was 
on the great value of meeting people face 
to face in the informality of someone’s 
home. Much patience is required, 
especially in the early stages, but having 
established trust many developments 
can follow. Many in the Asian 
communities are aware of the importance 
of breaking down the barriers of mistrust, 
but they need to be reassured that we are 
not wanting to disturb the cohesiveness 
of their community or the authority of 
its leaders. Once that has been accepted 
we can look forward to their full 
co-operation. 


We were advised that we should aim first 
at meeting Community leaders in 
someone’s house. This would be simply 
to get to know each other. Having done 
that and dispelled any suspicion about 
our motives, we could explore ways of 
widening our involvement and of helping 
each other. 


We discussed some typical Toc H 
activities which could be extended to 
involve ethnic minority groups: 


A Toc H project specifically aimed at 
bringing together young volunteers from 
the host and immigrant communities. It 
would be particularly useful to have a 
project which did something specific for 
the ethnic minority group eg decorating a 
meeting place or cultural centre. The 
project organisers should go personally 
to leaders they had already met and 
explain the purpose of the project, both 
as a job of work and as a Toc H bridge 
building exercise. It might be preferable 
to recruit locally to allow for follow-up. 


A Toc H outing from a city to the 
country or seaside, with the Toc H 
Branches in each place making the 
arrangements between them. Again, 
personal contact with the leaders already 
known is essential. 


A social evening with numbers small 
enough for people to get to know each 
other. The arrangements should be by a 
small team representing both 
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communities. The programme could 
include a meal with a variety of dishes 
contributed by both communities, and a 
short film or a talk by a leader of the 
Asian community. The evening should be 
very informal with plenty of opportunity 
for mixing. 


Care must always be taken with the 
cooking and eating arrangements where 
there is going to be a meal, especially on 
residential projects. Pork is forbidden to 
Muslims, and most Hindus and Sikhs are 
vegetarian. In many cases these dietary 
prohibitions extend to cooking utensils 
and the grouping of people at tables. It 
is probably best to have self catering by 
each of the ethnic groups. 


Organising an annual fete or play scheme 
or similar event in a multi-racial housing 
area. The long term aim would be to 
involve parents, and so help to build up 
neighbourhood feeling. This will take 
time and patience, and there would have 
to be a determination to continue the 
exercise Over a number of years. 


Art exhibitions and festivals of music 
and dancing are attractions which can be 
used to bring people together. An 
international evening with items from a 
number of different cultures, and with a 
selection of sweet and savoury food, is 
usually popular. 


The value of meeting in the informality 
of a member’s home has already been 
mentioned. This is particularly so when 
friendship is being built up between 
Toc H ladies and ladies from one of the 
Asian communities. Many Asian ladies 
are shy about meeting People, and would 
welcome the help of a friend when 
shopping in large stores. 


Of particular value, is inviting overseas 
students to spend Christmas Day with 
you. They are often the only people 
still in residence at that time, and their 
isolation is accentuated by their 
teetotalism. A Toc Fl family which is able 
to celebrate Christmas without the 
stimulus of alcohol would be particularly 
acceptable. 


There are practical ways in which some 
people could help ethnic minority groups, 
once trust has been established. For 
instance, there are sometimes problems 
in schools about religious and language 
teaching, or difficulties about obtaining 
grants for youth work. Many difficulties 
are due to misunderstanding, which are 
exacerbated by frustration. A ‘neutral? 
person able to find out the facts and 


Crossing the Barriers... 


present the views of each side to the 
other, would be a great help. Toc H hag 
often provided a neutral mecting ground 
for people, and can play this part again, 


In none of these exercises are we 
concerned about differences in religious 
beliefs, except for the minor matter of 
dietary requirements. This is an 
important approach. Our concern is to 
meet people and get to know them. We 
should not begin with the differences, but 
with the things we have in common as 
fellow citizens. As we get to know each 
other better, so we can begin to explore 
the differences and so gain in 
understanding. 


The names and addresses of people to 
contact can be obtained from bodies like 
Council for Racial Equality or Council 
for Community Relations. Some Councils 
of Churches have a committee or working 
party for contact with other Faiths. Or 
there are branches of the World Congress 
of Faiths, or local Inter-Faith groups. 


Note: In preparing for Christian dialogue 
with people of other faiths, the BBC 
recommend the following publications: 
Guidelines of Dialogue 
Geneva: WCC 1979 22pp 65p 
Why Dialogue? 
by Kenneth Cracknell 
London: BCC 1980 26pp 75p 
With People of Other Faiths in 
Britain 
London: URC 1980 80pp 95p 
Interfaith Services and Worship 
Ends and Odds of Paper No 22 
March 1980 25p 
Interfaith Worship? 
by Peter Akehurst and 
R W F Wooton Nottingham: 
Grove Books 1977 50p 
Facing Realities: Aspects of 
Christian-Jewish Understanding 
London: CCJ 1974 25p 


TocH 
Journal 


Bound volumes of Toc H Journal 
(1922 to 1931) are offered free of 
charge to any Branch or member 
willing to pay carriage or to collect 
from Eastbourne. 


All enquiries please to: John Anstey, 
19 Linkswood, Compton Place Road, 
Eastbourne, 


For your 
diary 


‘Peewits 
and Places’ 


9-16 May 1981 


Why not join our small group and 
share the experience of a leisure week 
in the beautiful May countryside of 
Norfolk? 

There will be time to look at 
churches, historic buildings and 
country gardens; time to watch bird 
life in the spring countryside; time to 
just ‘stand and stare’, forgetting for a 
while the pressures of today’s world. 


Yes, we shall have a full 
programme. We shall also have 
comfortable accommodation, good 


food and (we hope!) great fellowship. 
We're not looking for experts to join 
us — just people. 


Cost £70 all in. 
All applications and enquiries to: 
Mrs O Tennant, 170 Dereham Road, 
New Costessey, Norwich, Norfolk 
NRS5 OSX. 


Understanding 
our Heritage 


CONSERVATION AND STUDY 
WEEK 

ALISON HOUSE, CROMFORD 
DERBYSHIRE 


Date 15 - 22 August. Cost £58 


All are welcome — bring the family. 
The week will offer the opportunity 
both of some guided study with 
visiting speakers and also some 
physical work. The programme will 
provide a chance to look at the 
geology, the ecology and the 
industrial archaeology of the Peak 
District as well as the chance to doa 
little practical conservation work and 
to study the ways in which the Peak 
Forest has to be conserved. There will 
be visiting speakers and guides and 
there will be plenty of time for 
enjoying the scenery as well. 


For further information or for 
bookings (accompanied by £10 
deposit) please contact: Revd Crispin 
M White, 68 Thorpe Park Road, 
Peterborough, Cambs PE3 6LJ. (The 
final closing date for bookings will be 
Tuesday 31 March 1981.) 


In Brief... 


@ We have heard from Frank Howlett, 
former host of Alison House and now 
Chairman of Dundee Joint Branch. On 
Remembrance Day, Frank shared in a 
programme broadcast by the new Tayside 
Independent Radio Station. His talk 
covered the origins and purpose of Toc H. 
Frank tells us also of his work with the 
Dundee Volunteer Bureau which collects 
and interviews volunteers for social work 
and then allocates them to one or other 
of the city’s voluntary organisations. He 
received recently a £500 cheque towards 
the Bureau’s work — part of the proceeds 
of the Council’s regular lottery. 


@ Last month we published a picture of 
West Worthing Women’s Branch 
celebrating their 19th birthday with some 
of their friends from the Polio Friendship 
Home. The Branch has been helping the 
British Polio Fellowship for the past four 
years. They staff their Charity Shop one 
day each week (raising well over £2,000 
last year). They share their Flag Day; 
they sell Christmas and birthday cards 
throughout the year. Most of the money 
raised is used nationally, much of it to 
provide essential aids for severely disabled 
people to enable them to go on living in 
their own homes. 


@ Northampton members turned out 
early on a damp and chilly November 
morning to set up their annual market 
stall. Despite the weather, the day was 
again very successful: in about four hours 
nearly all the goods on show had gone 
and the proceeds will be used to finance 
an old folks’ outing next summer. 


@ An ambulance bought only three 
months ago to take patients on day 
outings from a St Albans hospital stands 
idle for most of the time because of the 
lack of volunteer drivers. John Burgess 
has joined the search and so far has three 
volunteers. If you can help, contact John 
on Hatfield 64949. 


@ Congratulations to Miss Elsie Potter 
who celebrated her 90th birthday last 
September. Elsie was a long serving 
member of the Women’s Staff — starting 
on a voluntary basis, then part time and 
finally becoming the first full time 
member of the travelling staff. She 
travelled in South Africa and Rhodesia, 
becoming responsible for Women’s 
Association activities in both territories. 
In South Africa, during the 1939-45 war, 
she set up Services’ Clubs and hostels for 
girls in the Forces. Elsie is now living in 
St Mary’s Home, Seaford where she 
regularly receives visits from Branch 
members. 


@ in December, Broadway (Worcs) Men’s 
Branch distributed to elderly members of 
the village £1.50 vouchers to help them 
buy Christmas ‘extras’. This is the 20th 
consecutive year in which the Branch has 
undertaken this work. Altogether, 
Broadway has had a successful year in 
which they have been able to send £50 
to the Cuddesdon House Fund, £50 to 
the Family Purse and £10 to the Stoke 
Mandeville Appeal, besides placing £200 
on deposit with HQ. Best of all, they 
have enrolled another new member. 


@ Netherton (W Mids) Women’s Branch 
gave a party last autumn to some 70 
lonely people in their community. A full 
meal was followed by an entertainment 
provided by the local church organist and 
choir. Toc H members also gave a small 
gift to each guest. It was a thoroughly 
enjoyable evening. 


@ Leicester Women’s Branch write to tell 
us how much they enjoyed a recent 
‘safari’ meal and recommend it for any 
Branch programme. Eight full cars set 
out, each occupant armed with knife, 
fork and spoon. The first stop produced 
excellent home made soup and one set of 
lost car keys. So, seven cars arrived 
promptly at the next stop for shepherds’ 
pie, with car No 8 — spare keys found — 
following behind. The next stop 
produced a choice of trifle or fruit salad 
and cream. Lack of petrol threatened one 
car short for the last port of call — 
cheese, coffee and conversation — but a 
clever syphoning act got them all there in 
the end. All ingredients paid for, drivers’ 
expenses met and a flat rate per head 
charged meant a splendid meal at a 
reasonable cost and lots of fun on the 
way. 


© Rhyl North (Clwyd) Men’s Branch 
worked with the staff of St Asaph 
Hospital to stage a charity carbaret 
evening in the presence of special guests, 
the Mayor and Mayoress of Rhyl. Thanks 
to all those who helped in the entertain- 
ment or donated prizes, a net £200 was 
raised for research into cystic fibrosis. 


Please Note 


Apologies to the author of 


‘Introducing IYDP’ on pp 8 - 9 of the 


December issue whose name was 
accidentally omitted by the printer. 
The article was written by Rowland 
Battye. 


Cen 


in a Time of 
Technologica! 
Change 


This year’s visiting speaker was Mr lan 
Walker, who is responsible for Adult 
Education in the County of Norfolk. His 
address was packed with valuable 
information — so much so that it was 
difficult to absorb at the time. A full 
transcript has been sent to all Central 
Councillors to make possible continued 
informed discussion on this important 
theme. Some of the points that struck 
home to us at the time are summarised 
below: 

1. ‘The Way Forward’ suggests that 
Toc H should be seeking a Christian 
response to the political and social issues 
of the day. lan Walker opened by saying 
that Movements like ours ought to be 
concerned about politics in the widest 
sense of the term because politics are 
fundamentally about values and beliefs. 

21 He suggested that unemployment 
is structural. In other words it is not 
caused simply by recession. He pointed 
out that the ‘baby boom’ of the 60's 
means that 1.4 million extra workers are 
coming on to the labour market between 
1978 and 1985. He pointed to the effect 


of technological change on 
unemployment. 
3 He suggested that our response to 


these factors needs to be a search for new 
work patterns. He spoke about the 
attempt by workers at Lucas Aerospace 
to use new technology to meet social 
need. He spoke about the need for small 
repair workshops and the possibilities of 
water based farming. He suggested we 
needed many more people employed to 
care for people and to improve the 
environment, He suggested an expansion 
of opportunities for service overseas. 

4. He spoke about the need for 
people to be much more involved in 
decision making if we are to end wha! he 
referred to as the ‘emasculation of 
citizenship’. In effect he was asking were 
we as democratic as we always claim to 
be. 

5h He spoke about people’s need to 
be involved in educational and cultural 
activities for their own intrinsic value. 
This part of his address obviously relates 
closely to the paper ‘Toc H and Leisure’ 
which is trying to suggest some practical 
ways in which Branches might encourage 


this. 
Rr ا س ی ی سے سے‎ 
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Workand Leisure ‘TheWay Forward’ 


So that consideration of this crucial paper 
should be as free and wide ranging as 
possible, Council broke up into small 
discussion groups. When Councillors 
re-assembled in general session, the 
following resolution was pul by the 
Chairman and seconded by the Hon 
Treasurer: 

This Council accepts the statement on the 
faith and mission of Toc H, and the 
implications arising therefrom, outlined 
in the paper ‘The Wav Forward’ and 
commits itself, corporately and 
individually, to work in its spirit. The 
Council recognises that the way forward 
will not be found by devising new 
structural blueprints but only by the 
personal commitment of individuals and 
by allowing the spirit of the Movement 
the freedom to act on us all. To that end 
it urges every member to consider care- 
fully his or her personal response. 


The Resolution was carried by only a 
very small majority. The Chairman then 
made the following statement: 

On behalf of the CEC, 1 offer the 
following statement to Council. We are 
very conscious that the voting results of 
the resolution on ‘The Way Forward’ 
suggest that at the moment we do not 


have a mandate to proceed with some 
parts of its implementation. We believe 
that it is impossible to accept Part } 
wholeheartedly without realising that it 
has implications for us all. We are aware 
that some people feel that insufficient 
rime was given for discussion and that they 
were steantrolled into making a decision 


though this was very far from our 
intention. We also realise that in the 
paper there are areas of unease 


particularly in the matter of central 
deployment of staff and the effects of 
this policy on the Regions. Therefore we 
do not feel that we can implement these 
parts. So we propose that we all spend 
the next year in consideration of these 
two points and any others that need 
further thought. At the meeting of the 
CEC in July 1980 we planned to go out 
to the Regions for meetings and 
discussion. We therefore hope that the 
new CEC will agree to this and that 
Central Councillors will invite them to 
join in their constituencies. In this way, 
we hope that by next year’s Central 
Council, the membership as a whole will 
be familiar with the paper and know its 
purpose so that it may therefore be 
unanimously accepted. 


To further the debate, copies of the paper 
‘The Way Forward’ have now been mailed 
to all Branches. 


Shaw 


Photos: Scott 
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Other Council 
Business 


Central Executive Committee. The 
following were elected as the Central 
Executive for the coming year: 

Harry Brier Arthur Frymann 
John Carter Don Lockhart 


Cyri! Cattell John Morgan 
John Cutt Marjorie Porter 
Tim Day Rose Radford 
Len Elphick Dick Stayman 
Accounts Gerry Ashfield presented the 


Accounts for the last time, having been 
succeeded as Hon Treasurer by Rodney 
Broomfield. He thanked the membership 
for their increase in giving during the 
financial year under review while pointing 
out that the first six months of 
the current financial year showed a fall of 
£3,000 in income from membership. He 
stressed the importance of using Deeds of 
Covenant which now run for only four 
years. (See also Jackie Davidson's letter in 
Open Forum in this issue. | 


District Branches, We heard about one or 
two places where the District Branch 
provides a real opportunity for 
experiment and new initiatives. In these 
cases the District Branches are attracting 
new members of all ages. They are 
encouraging people to use their varied 
talents in the neighbourhood in which 
they live and giving them the chance to 
come together occasionally on a social 
basis. The important thing about these 
successful experiments seems to be that 
everybody is challenged to make a 
commitment and that everybody is made 
to feel important and needed. Equally 
important is the need not to impose a 
structure from outside but to allow the 
group freedom and flexibility. Both in 
Birmingham and Teesside the success of 
the District Branch had led to the 
formation of new Branches on a more 
traditional pattern. 


Pannikampatti. The appeal to every 
member to contribute £1 to help Toc H 
in South India to develop their Health 
Clinic at Pannikampatti had produced 
£4,700. In other words rather less than 
half the membership had responded to 
the appeal. It was agreed to keep the 
Appeal open a little longer in the hope 
that Councillors could encourage their 
Constituents to make this practical 
contribution to Toc H activity in the 
Third World and enable us to reach our 
target of £12,000. 


Question Time — started in 1978 
remained popular and looks like 
becoming a popular feature of Council. 
Among the questions discussed this year 
were the following: 

Ie Nuclear Disarmament. Clearly 
there is much interest and concern across 


the Movement about this issue and the 
debate will go on. Council was told of a 
petition for world nuclear disarmament 
and this may well be one practical way to 
show our concern. (There are further 
details about this petition elsewhere in 
this issue.) 

2: Is it too easy to join Toc H? The 
questioner suggested that the Ceremony 
of Initiation should be much more widely 
used. Speakers emphasised that this 
ceremony had never been compulsory 
and that the central issue about 
membership was the need for a real 
commitment — never easy! 

3. Council Resolutions. After 
discussion it was generally agreed that 
Councillors proposing Motions may if 
they wish submit a brief paper explaining 
the background. HQ would circulate 
these papers with the Council Agenda. 


سے 


Prayer, Praise, 
Thanksgiving 


Together. these formed the theme of 
John Hull’s closing address to Council. 
This was a powerful and stirring address 
which defies attempts at summary. 
Here are a few extracts: 


‘There is, I believe, no way we can offer 
the unconditional friendship we talk 
about unless we are rooted and grounded 
in that Love which passes all 
understanding ... 


‘What happens from this conference does 
not depend on what we say — what has 
been said — how others may be fired with 
enthusiasm — but on what you and I are 
prepared to be. We have at feast been 
strong enough to make assertions about 
prayer — and to restate vigorously the 
need for our Christian commitment — but 
it is only when we fake that step that 
things will change. If what has happened 
to many in Toc H over the past year is 
mere coincidence, then all that I say is 
totally irrelevant. If — as I believe as 
much as I can — the Holy Spirit is guiding 
us, then what a claim on our praise and 
thanksgiving! .. . 


‘Our Lord’s Sermon on the Mouni has 
mutch to say: 
“When you pray, don’t stand up 
front; 
When you give someone money, 
don’t blow a trumpet — or ask the 
press photographer along: 
When you fast, don't pull a face 
and tell everyone what a simple 
life style you have — just smile; 
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Don’t worry about what you eat 


— or your Dior gown! Consider 
the wild flowers — here today and 
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gone tomorrow — yet even 
Solomon couldnt look as 
beautiful; 


Seek first the Kingdom of God 
and His righteousness (His 
righteousness, not yours!) and all 
you need will be given...” 


‘The emphasis shifts from what men do 
to what they are . . . Success and failure 
are pretty meaningless terms as many 
would understand them. The Cross could 
only mean defeat to those who looked 
Ones 


‘What can we know of the glory of God? 
What can we know but a glimpse of the 
true glory, the real truth, the infinite 
love? Yet a willingness to have a look — 
to pray sometimes with our eyes open — 
to look over the wall because we can't see 
through it — and then to wait. Frenzied 
activity is no substitute for waiting on the 
Le 


‘We must not be ashamed to bathe in the 
gospels — to pray every day .. . For if we 
are to be any way equal to the task, we 
can only do it with the help God can give. 
May we take our Lord Jesus to our hearts 
this day. May He fill us with His light and 
life which is beyond anything we can 
comprehend and I find it hard to 
explain what I mean — but [ know what I 
fee]. | can only take heart from the fact 
that God doesn't give us explanations. He 
gives us His Son. 


‘May He bless us as we seek and try to do 
His will and we will see and do impossible 
things. 
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The 


Wider 
Family 


India 


We have heard reports of last summer’s 
India Council — a good meeting which 
took a number of decisions. Mr D 
Soundara Pandayan was re-elected 
Commissioner with Mr L Gamaliel as his 
Deputy. The Executive Secretary is Mr 
M F Shivkar and Mr J Cyril Raj is Hon 
Treasurer. Mr P A Kuruville has joined 
the new Board of Trustees. 


Council decided to run a youth work 
camp at Pannikampatti in May 1981. This 
is the first ever attempt at an all India 
project and it is expected to involve some 
40 young people. 


Poperinge 

We have just seen a letter from Captain 
John Davies of 7th Signal Regiment who 
has been taking parties of soldiers to visit 
the Old House over the past three years. 
He says: . .. there is never any shortage 
of volunteers for a second visit. The 
House is an ideal base for tours of the 
Ypres area and never fails to have as 
profound an effect on the soldiers we 
take as the battlefields themselves... 


Charles and Ivy Swan have been 
appointed Joint Honorary Wardens of the 
Old House from 1 December 1980. Their 
duties include housekeeping and 


responsibility for any development work 
based on the house. We hope to tell you 
more about Charles and Ivy in a later 
issue. 


Peter Ivans, a new recruit to the police 


force in Colwyn Bay. Peter has been an 


active member of the Toc H volunteer 


group in Holywell for the past two years, 


sharing in a number of projects and 


helping to lead a project this summer. 
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Cuddesdon 


Revd Robert Runcie, visited Cuddesdon 


anniversary. For some nine years he had 


We will Remember... 


Vera Keen (RHHI) 

Doris L ‘Duchess’ Marchant (Wanstead 
& Woodford) 

Walter T Newstead (Cromer) 


We regret to announce the death of the 
following members: 


In Februa e 
Lewis W Duncombe (Lowestoft) John D T Radcliffe (Weston Rhyn) 

3 Elsie M Stocker (Ramsgate) 
In April 3 Sydney ‘Syd’ Woodall (Whipton) 
Doris E Jones (Crewe & Nantwich) J D ‘Jack’ Wroth (Gorleston & Great 
In October Yarmouth) 
Mary Dorothy Vernon Allen (Cromwell In November 
Estee) Elsie J ‘Betty’ Betteridge (Brighton) 


Henrietta C P Cavill (Chepstow) 

K W ‘Ken’ Cowling (South Yorkshire 
District) 

Walter T Dennis (Wessex District) 
Leonard G Goodall (Western Approaches 
District) 

Rodney Goodall (Strode Park & Herne) 
Winifred A Hart (Budleigh Saiterton) 
Evelyn Healey (Crewe & Nantwich) 
Arthur H Johnson (Codsall) 


W G ‘Will’ Capper (Cheadle Hulme) 
Alec G Churcher (Tower Hill) 

J Clifford Cooper MBE (Worcester) 
Frank W Howarth (Hagley) 

John T Kenyon (Springfields District) 
Robert A R ‘Bob’ Leslie (Cambridge) 


We give thanks for their lives 


House 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most 


over a November weekend to share in 
celebrating the parish church’s 800th 


served there as parish priest and as 
Principal of the theological college. His 
Grace called on us at Cuddesdon House 
on All Saints’ Day before preaching at a 
special choral evensong in the parish 
church. The House Committee and the 
resident party entertained him to sherry. 
During this happy and relaxed occasion, 
the Archbishop talked to everyone and 
signed our visitors’ book. 
E yO 
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Alec 
Churcher 


Alec at Dor Kaap. 


Alec Churcher died in the morning of 20 
November at the age of 79. He joined the 
Movement early in 1925, from 1929 to 
1964 served on the full time staff at 
home and abroad and from 1964 io 1970 


was Honorary International 
Commissioner. 
Alec's initial staff appointment 


was that of Assistant London Secretary. 
In 1937 he became Assistant Editorial 
Secretary and Joint Schools Secretary. In 
1942, following two years in Iceland 
establishing a Toc H Services Club, Alec 
began a spell at the HQ of our Services 
Work. From 1944 to 1950 he was 
concerned with developing Toc H among 
younger people, first as Youth Services 
Secretary and then as Schools Secretary. 
In 1959 he became Secretary for Service 
and Training in which capacity he was 
largely responsible for setting the pattern 
for the use of Dor Knap. 

In addition to his work in the UK, 
Alec served overseas with Toc H. In 1935 
he went to New Zealand for two years; 
from 1940 to 1942 he was in Iceland: in 
1948 he served for a year with Toc H 
India: in 1958 he went to South Africa 
for several months. 


Following his retirement as Hon 
International Commissioner, Alec began 
to work with Help the Aged, making 
annual visits to South Africa. During 
these visits, he contributed significantly 
to the development of Toc H in South 
Africa. 

Alec continued his Toc H service 
to the end. He was a much loved member 
of Tower Hill Joint Branch and from 
1978 was a Vice-President of the 
Movement. 

Alec’s prose and verse writings are 
a continuing inspiration. Besides his 
numerous contributions to the Toc H 
Journal and to Point Three (and his work 
as joint editor of New Forum) he 
published four books — An Indian 
Prospect, Stirring the Mixture, The 
Second Mile and a valuable booklet on 
Extension. The volume and the 
continuing relevance of his work is 
indicated by the fact that the recently 
published Toc H anthology (The Way of 
Friendship) includes as many as 12 pieces 
of Alec’s prose and poetry. 

Besides his Toc H jobs and his 
writings, Alec was always active in Youth 
work. For many years he was a voluntary 
worker at the Aldenham Boys’ Club. In 
1947 he founded the PM Club for boys in 
the Hotel and Catering Trade and was 
Secretary to the Club until 1958. 


A Personal Tribute 
by John Mitchell 


Alec Churcher’s name has been a 
household word in Toc H for many years. 
Few members will be unaware how much 
Toc H has lost on his death. For those 
who were lucky enough to know him 
personally, and to call him a friend, the 
sense of personal loss is acute. 

Alec had many qualities that 
endeared him to people. He was, 
essentially, a kind and caring man. There 
will be many who will affirm that it was 
his welcome, and the interest he took in 
them, that brought them firmly into 
Toc H. He was always sensitive to a 
strangers shyness and uncertainty, 
epitomised by an occasion at Central 
Council some years ago. He was deep in 
conversation with some old friends when 
suddenly, unobtrusively, he slipped away 
and went to sit beside a new, young 
Councillor who was clearly on his own. 
Half an hour later the two were still deep 
in conversation, and the newcomer had 
made a friend, as well as learning, no 
doubt, a number of Alec’s appalling 
jokes! 

He could be an impatient man, 
particularly when he saw injustice or 
intolerance. Sometimes his indignation 
would explode gloriously. Some ten years 
ago, in South Africa, he came upon two 
policemen savagely beating a black man. 
To his own surprise and astonishment, 
as he later admitted, he rushed to the 
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rescue, commanded them to stop, and 
forcibly pulled them away. The victim 
jumped to his feet and fled, closely 
followed by Alec, while the two 
policemen stood stunned! 

Alec was a man of real integrity. 
He shunned compromise on important 
things, and did not care if his refusal to 
do so was deemed to be naive or a 
nuisance. When still a young man he 
seriously considered ordination, but 
found real difficulties with some of the 
requirements of belief. He shared his 
difficulties with his bishop, explaining 
that, among other things, he really could 
not accept all that was in the Thirty Nine 
Articles. ‘Don't you worry about that,’ 
said the bishop, ‘none of us can really 
accept them all!’, whereupon Alec walked 
out and never returned. The Church of 
England had lost a man who would have 
been a fine priest, but its loss was Toc H’s 
immeasurable gain. 

He was a man of true humility 
and modesty. In his own delightful way 
he would often proclaim that ‘my 
humility is my most endearing quality’, 
but those remarks in no way altered the 
reality of his humility. Soon after I joined 
Toc H as a young resident at Mark 2, Alec 
persuaded me to attend a week he was 
leading at Dor Knap (and it is worth 
mentioning that he did so not by letter or 
circular, but by a personal visit to the 
Mark to say how much he wanted me to 
come). It was a marvellous week. The 
following spring I enquired about future 
weeks at Dor Knap, making it clear that 
I only wished to go on those that he led. 
In return I received a long and tough 
fecture to the effect that he was not 
interested in a fan club, that Toc H was 
far bigger than any one person, and 
that if I wasn’t prepared to trust other 
people’s leadership I had better leave! 
He always took the greatest care that the 
many young men he brought into Toc H 
developed a loyalty to the Movement, 
and not to him, and there are many 
people still in Toc H today because he 
taught that lesson well. 

Alec was, in fact, a great man. Not 
great in the eyes of the world, but 
touched with the sort of greatness that 
made all who enjoyed his company and 
friendship feel that they themselves were 
bigger and better people. There will be 
many people, in many countries, in all 
walks of life, who will mourn him, and 
whose lives are richer because they knew 
aman called Alec Churcher. 


A Thanksgiving Service for the 
life of Alec Churcher will take 
place at All 


Hallows on 29 
January, starting at 2.30 pm. 
Revd John Hull, Toc H Chaplain, 
will give the address. 


(Other obituary notices received have 
been held over for future issues.) 


Open Forum 


Lights and Bushais 

It appears to me that Bob Overend 
(November issue) has missed the point, 
indeed has almost deliberately done so 
by omitting the second and more 
important half of his quotation. 

Read in context, Our Lord is 
here telling us that we are the salt of the 
earth and the light of the world, and he 
exhorts us to let our light shine before 
men and to Jet them see our good works, 
but to what end? Not so that men will 
pat us on the back and tell us what 
wonderful people we are, but that seeing 
the ways in which we believe and try to 
demonstrate the message of Jesus in our 
daily lives, others will ‘glorify our 
Father which is in Heaven’. 

The second verse which Bob 
quotes refers specifically to the giving 
of alms, which most of us, in any case, 
prefer to do privately, as with our 
personal prayers, which Jesus, in the 
following verse, also tells us to offer 
privately, seeking only God’s acceptance, 
not man’s admiration. 


Betty Cornick 
Weymouth 


Like Bob Overend, I too have entertained 
doubts whether the exhortation in the 
Ceremony of Light is well chosen — but 
for the very reason that is contains those 
stumbling blocks which have up-ended 
Bob. 

The most important is the 
danger that the final part of the 
exhortation — the words which Bob 
omits from Matt 5 vl6 — might be 
construed merely as an addendum whose 
omission is not all that important, 
whereas of course those words are really 
the climax of the verse. Try reading ‘Let 
your light so shine that, through seeing 
your good works, men may glorify God.’ 

The other is that ambiguity of 
the phrase ‘good works’. This does not 
matter much so long as the first pitfall 
is avoided; nevertheless it is better to 
realise that by ‘good works’ Jesus did not 
mean generous deeds so much as the 
whole gamut of Christian living including 
one’s evidence of compassion, meekness, 
tolerance and (perhaps most of all) 
witness to God — so as to demonstrate 
that the light that shines from you is God 
given. 

Avoiding both pitfalls, it would 
be understood that men should come to 
see God because of His light reflected in 
your life. If I dare to offer my 
translation of the exhortation, it’s ‘Let 
your Christian living and witness be such 
that men may see the light of God 
through you and so come to glorify Him.’ 
12 


It’s possibly not necessary to 
point out that the subject of Matt 6 
vv3-4 is in fact the giving of alms. The 
point that is common to both passages 
is the urging to avoid the Pharisees’ 
tendency to emblazon their virtues as 
an advertisement of their own 
righteousness rather than as witness to 
God. 


Denis Rose 
Woking 


Bob Overend (November issue) has pin- 
pointed an interesting and important 
example of apparent contradiction such 
as one often finds in Scripture . . . May 
I suggest . . . that the first (Matthew 
5.16) refers to general standards of 
Christian conduct, and to the corporate 
face of the Church rather than to the 
distinctive performance of individuals. 
Christians are commanded to show the 
effective works of God's grace to His 
glory as mentioned earlier in Micah 6.8, 
Amos 5.24 and Luke 1.74-5: as described 
with more detail in the Beatitudes during 
that same discourse: as termed later by 
Paul ‘the fruits of the Spirit’ (Galatians 
§.22-23) and by our Lord’s kinsman 
‘the wisdom that is from above’ (James 
3.17). We have to show them as 
consistently as possible in Church life, so 
that the Church may be recognised as the 
Body of Him (I Corinthians 11.27) who 
was the ‘express image’ of the Godhead 
(Hebrews 1.3). After Christ Himself, 
the three chief apostolic writers of the 
New Testament all command this: 
Romans 12.17-18. I Peter 2.12, I John 
1.6. The more the individual submerges 
himself or herself in such corporate 
witness, the better hope there is that God 
alone will be glorified and any risk of 
‘boasting’ (Romans 3.27, Ephesians 2.9) 
eliminated. 

The context of the second 
quotation refers clearly to calculated 
ostentation and rivalry by individuals... 
The story of the widow and her two 


mites (Mark 12.4144 and Lucan 
parallel) is a perfect rebuke to such 
humbug. I don’t think that Toc H 


members in general behave in such a way 
as to risk this kind of condemnation! 


Chris Monro 
Bristol 


I read Bob Overend’s letter (November 
issue) with interest; but really there is no 
problem! For years Toc Hers hid their 
light, and so younger people coming 
along just did not know what Toc H 
really stood for or what it was about. 
Now that Toc H is out in the 
open, so to speak, members that let their 


light shine, do not do it for 
self-aggrandisement — no Pharisee saying, 
‘See how good I am, I help the poor, I 
give tithes of all I possess’ etc. No, the 
true Toc H member directs the spotlight 
squarely to the needs of the community, 
and particularly individuals in need of 
friendship, loving care, and practical help, 
and away from themselves, as being mere 
instruments of God’s loving compassion. 


Beryl M Collins 
Southampton 


‘You are the light of the world’; Christ 
Jesus told his followers, adding the 
injunction that concludes the Ceremony 
of Light. The words we use are near 
enough a correct translation, although 
they are nearly 400 years old. But the 
interpretation of all Christ's words 
require insight and understanding. The 
light of our lives must be such as to 
radiate Christ’s presence to our fellow 
men so that they will glorify our Father 
in Heaven — not us! 


MacGregor Pearson 
Llangollen 


‘Your Kingdom Come...’ 


In his article in the August Point Three, 
Revd Crispin White says ‘Are we too 
comfortable and cosy to get involved?’ 
Obviously we are, for it has passed 
without comment. At least 11,000 
members have read it and passed by on 
the other side. And it contains dozens of 
questions on the most important things 
facing us today. I would suggest that the 
Director or the Editor invite or force 
some authoritative member to supply an 
article on one of these subjects each 
month in 1981 — such issues as 
employment, peace in industry, multi- 
culturalism, pollution, moral issues etc. 
And don’t mince matters. Call a spade a 
spade whatever furore it causes. It needs 
something to shake up a Movement now 
and again. 


B D Brown 
Charmouth 


Note: | can't Tores yon but 1 freely issue 
the invitation. Any tukers? Editor 


Inter-Faith Dialogue 


May I thank Phyllis Harden for her letter 
(November) on this subject. I wrote 
taking the same stand (Point Three May 
1980) but this lady has said it so much 
better. 


Ray Goodway 
Bristol 
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Phyllis Harden (November) questions the 
rightness of Toc H support for inter-faith 
dialogue. 

I would point out to her that the 
membership commitment requires us to 
welcome all in friendship: to try to 
develop a spirit of understanding and 
reconciljation; to break down the barriers 
and prejudices which divide people. How 
can we expect to achieve these aims if 
we are not prepared even to accept the 
right of others to worship in their own 
faith whilst living amongst us? . . . 

The lady questions their being 
allowed to build their own churches or 
temples, I would remind her that many or 
most of these people are British subjects 
who were invited to come and settle in 
this country by our elected government. 
The people of this country may not have 
approved, or even been asked, but invited 
they were! I would also point out that 
when our forefathers settled in other 
lands, (uninvited) they built their own 
churches, without seeking permission! 
Phyllis Harden quotes some words of 
Jesus. May | close with some other words 
of His? ‘Do unto others as you would 
have them do unto you.’ 


Harry Brier 
Huddersfield 


Heiping the Homeless 


I wish to allude to the letter from 
Constance Catchside (November issue). 

Has she never heard of the Rent 
Acts? There are many people who would 
be only too happy to let part of their 
property but they know that taking in a 
tenant is practically giving him the place. 
He cannot be got rid of except by 
interminable legal action be he never so 
objectionable or destructive. 

One cannot but agree with her 
sentiments and hope that some way of 
overcoming the Law can be devised. 


LC Duncan 
Southampton. 


Disarmament 


I would like to take issue with the Revd 
G Kestell-Cornish in his support 
(November issue) of L C Burnham 
(August) on unilateral nuclear 
disarmament. I would remind them both 
that set against the fable of the wolf and 
the lamb, the Holy Scriptures tell us that 
the wolf will lie down with the lamb, 
and the leopard with the kid... 

This question is not a matter of 
Politics or expediency but of Christian 
morality, and it is up to ‘committed’ 
Christians. . . to think very carefully 


whether Christ would think, say, or do 
that which we propose. Almost His last 
act before his arrest was to rebuke Peter 
for using a sword to defend Him. 

Therefore I would challenge any 
who think like your two correspondents 
to honestly and sincerely answer this 
question: Can you. . . imagine Jesus 
ordering the manufacture of such 
destructive weapons, or boasting, (as the 
‘committed Christian’ President of a 
‘Christian’ nation recently did) that 
‘he had only to speak the secret code 
word into a specific telephone, and 
70 million Russians would be dead in 
half an hour? If your answer is ‘No’, 
as surely it must be if you have read the 
Gospels thoroughly, then I suggest that it 
is no less than your Christian duty to 
support the moves for complete 
disarmement. 


Rowland G Clegg 
Evesham 


May I, as a Christian and old time 
Toc Hær, make a plea for unilateral 
disarmament? The tremendous upsurge in 
this terrifying 20th century question has 
resulted in four out of ten people in a 
recent poll desiring this form of 
disarmament . . . The diverting of hard 
earned cash to defence purposes at the 
estimated £1 million a day rate must 
damage any economy, especially a weak 
one like ours at present. 

The fruits of some trust, and that 
means trust in our fellow human beings, 
the Communists, could be an enormous 
upturn for good. There is not an 
insurmountable gulf between Western 
man and Eastern man — much of it is 
manufactured by cynical misinformers 
of Communism, such as those ‘sitting on 
their pile’ well content with the status 
quo. In Toc H we must strive for fair 
minded thinking continually. 


Fred Pitfield-Bailey 
Bideford 


Money Matters 


At this year’s Central Council I asked 
how much annual income Toc H was 
losing because not all our tax paying 
members had signed Deeds of Covenant. 
The Finance Secretary’s estimate was an 
astonishing £35,000 a year! Indeed, a 
later calculation showed the figure to be 
nearer £45,000 a year. Thus, if all our tax 
paying members signed Deeds of 
Covenant, then, even without any 
increased giving, all our Regional work 
would be self supporting. 

I'd now like to take the argument 
farther. The latest published Government 


statistics cover the year 1977/78 and 
reveal that in that year the average 
income was £2,970 pa. If you update that 
figure by reference to the Department of 
Employment's earning index for 
1980/81, it becomes £4,770 pa. If we 
then make a reasonable allowance for the 
relatively high number of Toc H members 
on pensions or other low incomes, the 
average Toc H member’s income is 
probably around £3,580 pa. If each 
member were to give 1% of his net 
income after tax under a Deed of 
Covenant, then the increase in the Toc H 
annual income would be well over 
£100,000 pa. 

The only moral I want to draw 
from all this statistical jargon is: Please 
sign a Deed of Covenant for whatever you 
give now under self assessment! 


Jackie Davidson 
Central Councillor 
Shooters Hill 


vune 


ndav Christian 


I was very surprised to read in the 
November Point Three the poem entitled 
‘Sunday Christian’. The ‘Holier-than-thou’ 
attitude of its words does not in any way 
accord with the principles of Toc H. 
Perhaps your future efforts will have a 
more positive approach. 


Bill Perkins 
Chippenham 


The Secretary of South Ashford (Kent) 
Men’s Branch receives a cheque for £100 
for Toc H work from Mr Joe Fagg, 
President of the Denmark Arms ‘Mugs’ 
Club’ The money was part of the 
proceeds of a sponsored walk. 
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Cuddesdon House Diary 


Holiday Weeks 
198] 


15-22 August. Nancy and Alan Rennie 
will lead a week of activities for folk 
of all ages which will include exploring 
the countryside around Cuddesdon by 
car, on foot and possibly by bicycle. 


Applications before I March to Mr & 
Mrs A Rennie, ‘Haddonway’, 
Guilsborough Road, Ravensthorpe, 
Northants NN6 8EW. 


22-29 August. Joan and John 
Biggerstaff and their two young 
daughters will lead a week of family 
fun and activities which will include 
visiting places of interest in Oxford 
and its surroundings. 


Applications by 14 February to Mr & 
Mrs J Biggerstaff, 5 Abbots Close, 
Meadow Gardens, Syston, Leicester 


LE7 8NU. You will be notified by the 
end of that month if your family can 
be accommodated. 


Accommodation at Cuddesdon House 
provides a limited number of single 
rooms, some twin and multi-bedded 
rooms. Cost — per adult £47.50 full 
board (incl picnic lunch when 
appropriate). For children under 12 
years £32 per week. 


Jazzona 
Summers Day 


1 - 4 May 


If you can play an instrument 
reasonably well by ear and would like 
to try out traditional jazz under the 
guidance of one of the country’s 
leading jazz musicians, in the friendly, 
relaxed atmosphere of Cuddesdon 
House, near Oxford, this is the 
weekend for you. 


Further details and application forms 
from Bob Mills 128 Westminster 
Drive, Westcliffe on Sea, Essex. 


Growingin 
Understanding 


More people are coming to realise that 
if we are to build a caring society in 
which all can share as equal partners, 
we must make the effort to find out 
about religious beliefs other than our 
own, and the effect they have upon 
the lives of those who hold them. The 
weekend 6-8 March 1981 at 
Cuddesdon House will give us the 
opportunity 10 learn more about the 
beliefs and attitudes to life of our 
Jewish and Hindu neighbours. We shall 
be able to explore together the 
differences and similarities in religious 
beliefs and the influence they have 
upon our attitude to each other. All 
are welcome at the weekend, whether 
Toc H members or not, and whatever 
your religious background. 

The weekend, Friday evening 
to Sunday midday, will cost £15. 
Applications with a £3 deposit, or 
request for further information to: 
Tom Gulliver, 106 Nore Road, 
Portishead, Bristol 8520 SEN. 


Summer School 


This successful new venture is to be 
repeated at Cuddesdon House in 1981. 
This year’s theme will be ‘Peace’. What 
does it mean to be an instrument of 
God's peace? How do we create peace 
between nations, peace in industry, 
peace on the football terraces, peace in 
our own hearts? These will be some of 
the issues we shall be considering. 

Afternoons will be free to 
explore Oxford and the countryside, 
to walk, to paint or just to relax. The 
week will be led by John Mitchell and 
Ken Prideaux-Brune. 

Details of speakers will be 
available shortly. Meanwhile book the 
date. 

Saturday August [ - Saturday 

August 8. Cost £50. 

Enquiries and applications to: 

Ken Prideaux-Brune, Toc H 

Headquarters, I Forest Close, 

Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks 

HP22 6BT. 


This group pictured just before the 
Scottish Region annual conference 
started in Edinburgh recently include 
from left Alex Turner (Regional 
treasurer), Vera Inglis (Regional 
secretary), Ted Binner (Regional 
chairman), Frank Rice (Toc H 
Communications Secretary and guest 
speaker) and Ina Clelland {Tayforth). 


Southampton 


Youth 
Conference 


(September 1980) 


John Dickson tells us that, though this 
was planned as a national gathering, it 
attracted only members from the 
southern half of the country. But it was a 
good and lively Conference both in full 
session and in small discussion groups. 
Much of the discussion centred on 
‘projects’. There was general agreement 
that a project should not normally be run 
for more than three years; that quality 
mattered more than quantity; that every 
project should be planned to allow two 


de-briefing days. 


Photos: John Dickson 


Is a national Youth Conference a 
good idea? Is it practical in these days of 
high travel costs? 

You are invited to write to the 
Editor if you have ideas on these 
questions. 


BE STILL then... 


Should you require Bible Reading Fellowship Notes and find difficulty in 
obtaining them at your local church, we can send them from here for £1 
per annum. The Publications Department at Wendover still have copies of 
‘Yours is the Glory’, or you can get these from members of the Regional 


staff; The Chaplain will let you have a fuller 


with names, if you just ask him. 


list of daily intercessions, 


BORDON 
LETTE 


by Sue Cumming 


‘TEACH US TO LIVE 
TOGETHER...’ 


Whoever was responsible for fashioning 
the Toc H prayer must have been a keen 
student of human nature and the 
weaknesses that beset man-made 
institutions. Whether the prayer was a 
result of experience, or whether the 
writer knew the kind of things that 
members of the Movement would find 
themselves up against sooner or later, 
doesn’t matter, but I find it a salutory 
reminder that things worthwhile are hard 
won and that what we sometimes think 
are problems of today are in fact nothing 
new in the history of the human race. 

What are these problems? They 
are so many and various, with an infinite 
number of variable details, that there’s no 
point in trying to pick on any particular 
ones here. However, their effects are 
often similar, and it is here that the 
prayers serves to remind us of our calling. 

It says ‘Teach us to live together 
in love and joy and peace’. Yes, this is 
something we have to learn, have to 
consciously practise when the conditions 
seem favourable; to be held ‘to live 
together in love’ requires-an act of will, 
and a constant renewal of the 
commitment. Ideally, of course, love for 
one’s fellow should be spontaneous and 
completely unselfconscious, but that is a 
state of grace towards which most of us 
have to grow, slowly, patiently, and often 
painfully. 

‘To check all bitterness, disown 
discouragement.’ This sometimes seems 
to be a necessary daily exercise, so often 
does it seem that our ideas and efforts are 
thwarted by circumstances beyond our 
control, or by human failure — ours as 
well as other people’s. It’s easy to give 
rein to our feelings and lay all the blame 
on others, but that’s only one step away 
from the bitter and unrelenting pessimism 
which suffocates new ideas and initiatives 
and sees none of the potential good but 
only the apparent failure in any 
Opportunity to serve. A lesson I had to 


learn when I was a stormy, intolerant 
teenager was to check my ready 
condemnation of other people. I was 
told that if I couldn’t find anything good 
to say about a person, then I needn't say 
anything about them at all. Criticism, if 
it’s necessary, should be open, honest, 
fair and free from all bitterness. 

‘To practise thanksgiving, and to 
leap with joy to any task for others.’ Not 
only are we reminded to check negative 
attitudes but to actually adopt positive 
ones. The people whose example brings 
me up most sharply with myself 
sometimes are the ones who cheerfully 
endure situations which I would find 
difficult to bear even for a week, and who 
are constantly aware’ of the needs of 
others and how they can help, even in 
the simplest way. The ‘leaping for joy’ 
is an important ingredient too. There are 
too many volunteer martyrs around, 
people who selfconsciously and self- 
righteously ‘do good’. Toc H has never 
been, and I hope never will be, for people 
such as these. Joy is a spontaneous and 
unselfconscious emotion and cannot be 
feigned. The kind of service we are called 
to give is that which is an automatic 
expression of our love for other people — 
again an ideal, a state of grace, but again 
one towards which we can grow. Help 
which is grudgingly given shrivels both 
the giver and the receiver. 

However, even these broad 
generalisations of attitude and response 
are themselves details of the real task to 
which any member of Toc H commits 
himself, and the prayer says it twice, at 
the beginning and the end. We are here to 
‘see our duty as God’s will’ and ‘to work 
for His Kingdom in the wills of men’. 
Those are two very high-sounding phrases 
and not nearly as practical as the bits in 
the middle. Well, for those who are 
committed Christians, Toc H provides a 
context for the practical out-working of 


their faith, being as it always was 
intended to be, an experiment in 
weekday Christianity, and even 


committed Christians need nourishing soil 
in which to grow. Those who feel 
reluctant to call themselves Christian, yet 
who are willing to test out the validity of 
Christians values and a Christian way of 
life — and let’s face it, it is often people 
such as these who in practice put 
professing Christians to shame — can 
hopefully find here people whose faith 


In the past the Trustees have made a 
verbal report to the Central Council; 
this year, by courtesy of the Editor, 
we are making our Report direct to the 
Membership. 

Since the 1979 Central Council 
Sir James Brown, our senior Trustee, has 
died and his wise counsel is sadly missed. 

For many years the Fund has 
enjoyed the expert and devoted service of 
George Barnett, both as Honorary 
Treasurer and Honorary Secretary. 
George has now resigned due to the 
increasing pressure of his other work for 
Toc H. We shall miss him greatly for he 
has been unstinting in his service, for 
which we are most grateful and give him 
our sincere thanks. 

Being well aware of Tubby’s 
own wishes the Trustess have continued 
to concentrate on men who seek to enter 
the Ministry of their Church but are in 
some need of financial help. This is done 
in two ways; firstly by making grants to 
approved Ordinands who have been 
recommended to the Fund by the 
Department of Ministry of their Church 
— here it must be made clear that the 
Trustees are unable to give consideration 
to applications which might be made to 
them direct by would-be candidates. 
Secondly by supporting the Aston 
Scheme which provides academic tuition 
to would-be Ordinands who are in need 
of this. 

To date the Fund has assisted 31 
Ordinands and 36 Aston Students. As 
this is written, applications on account of 
10 Ordinands and 12 Aston Students are 
under consideration. 

Each Ordination candidate is 
personally contacted and met by at least 
one Trustee — this relationship is of real 
value. 


The policy of the Trustees is 
men in the Ministry rather than money in 
the Bank. The lifetime of the Fund is 
therefore limited — but we believe that 
its effectiveness will long continue. 


—George Liddle 


and lives put the whole experience of 
living into perspective. 

That’s why it is not what we do 
but how we do it that is so important — 
in fact it’s not in the doing, but by ‘being’ 


that we help people. It’s the wholeness 
and strength of a person who loves God 
that is the light shining in the darkness, 
and if we see that as the thing worth 
striving for above all else in our life, 
remembering the practical details at the 
heart of the prayer, the effects we have 
on the lives of others could be 
immeasureable. 


15 


Oberammergau 1980... u. 


On 31 July last year, a party of 100 
people left England to make a journey 
through four countries. The main purpose 
of the visit was to go to the tiny Bavarian 
village of Oberammergau to see the 
famous Passion Play. However they also 
visited Austria and Belgium and just 
tipped over into France on one day. 

The party was a very mixed one as 
well - from 12 years old to . . . (well we 
will not put that too closely!) About 70% 
of the people were members of Toc H 
and their families. Another section of the 
party were members of the congregation 
of the parish of Longthorpe in 
Peterborough and there were quite a 
number who were members of ‘Cruse’. 

We visited the little German town 
of Idar-Oberstein which is the ‘gem- 
kingdom’ of Europe. Then we had two 
days in Oberammergau for the Play. That 
was, for all the party, something of an 
experience of a lifetime. Then we went 
and spent four days in Austria near to or 
in Innsbruck. We had excursions to the 
Grossglockner and to Salzburg. The 
return home was made by way of 
Heidelberg, and a Rhine Cruise from 
Mainz to Koblenz and then with a visit to 


Poperinge. 

Half the party were 
accommodated overnight actually in 
Poperinge — some of them in Talbot 


House — the rest stayed the night in 
leper. Then on the following morning 
there was a reception at the Town Hall, 
a tour of the Salient and then the journey 
home. 

An exciting venture — perhaps 
summarised best in the words of one 
participant ‘It can only happen once 
in ten years!” 


E." 


member of the party. 


Alderman Decrock receiving a map at the reception signed by everyone who was a 


The whole party on the steps of the Town Hall in Poperinge. 


Note: One member of the party took notes throughout the trip and has now written these up as a permanent record of what 
was to him ‘the holiday of a lifetime’. He is prepared to lend these notes to any member who would like to read them. If you 


want to take advantage of this generous offer, please write direct to: Revd C A Cardale, Staverton Vicarage, Totnes, S Devon 


Belgium 


Fuperingi 


Small Ads 


Small advertisements must be received (with 
remittance) five weeks before publication day, 
which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The 
charge is 3p a word (minimum 30p) to Point 
Three Magazine. Rates of display advertise- 
ments can be obtained from the Editorial 


Office, Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover. 
Telephone: 0296 623911. 

Christian Fellowship Contacts. Marriage 
Introduction. Singles holidays/houscparties. 
Local Group events. Nationwide. Christian 
Friendship Fellowship, Dept B/23B, 


Edenthorpe, Doncaster. 
Sincere males especially welcome. 


Bruges, Belgium. Hotel 
Jacobs, (established 50 
years) welcomes Toc H 

and individual 


parties 

visitors to this lovely old 

city within easy reach of 

other famous cities of art, 

and of the coast. Comfort- 

۲ able, modernised hotel. 

Quict situation. Parking. English spoken. 

Strongly recommended. Bed and breakfast only. 

Mr Jules Lictaert, Hotel Jacobs, Balicstraat 1, 

Bruges, 8000. Telephone: 010-32-50 
3398 31/32. 


Folkestone, The Adams Family offer you that 
comfort and service you deserve for your 
holiday. Comfortable rooms fully centrally 
heated, good home cooking and good 
fellowship, we're Toc H members of course. 
Groups, retreats, seminars, parties of 10 or 
more at special rates. Brochure and terms on 
request. Bright & Lil Adams, Claremont Private 
Hotel, Claremont Road, Folkestone, Kent. 
Tel. Folkestone (0303) 54897. 


Weymouth - Bed, breakfast and evening meal. 
Winter weekend breaks £13.50. Weeks from 
£40. Open all year including Christmas. Bar, 
free parking, reductions children and small 
coach parties. Mrs Cole, Kirtleton House, 
21 Kirticton Avenue, Weymouth. 
Telephone: 0305 785296. 


Conwy, dinner and B & B. Weekends, mid-week 
bookings, ideal for walking, touring, near sca 
and mountains. Terms £48 per week. Doreen 
and Bill Baxter, Llys Gwilym Guest House, 
3 Mountain Road, Cadnant Park, Conwy, 
N Wales. Telephone: 049 263 2351. 


Member's scaside cottage, self catering holidays 
anytime (especially reasonable  carly/late 
season). 134 Fore Street, Newlyn, Penzance. 
(0736 4479). 


Raise funds quickly, easily. Superb ball-pens, 
combs, key fobs, diarics, ctc gold stamped to 
your requirements. Details: Northern Noveltics, 
Bradford BDI 3HE. 
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